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Forty years ago, high school movies changed forever with the release of The Breakfast Club. The John Hughes-directed film hit theaters on Feb. 15, 1985. It was the second movie Hughes, who died in 2009 at age 59, directed that focused on teenagers after Sixteen Candles, and the movie’s stars later became known as part of the so-called Brat Pack.
The Breakfast Club starred Emilio Estevez, Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall, Ally Sheedy and Judd Nelson as five teenagers with Saturday detention, plus Paul Gleason as vice principal Richard Vernon. Each of the teens embodied a different trope from high school life, but they slowly opened up to each other over the course of their time
together. The movie — which cost just $1 million to make — grossed more than $50 million and remains one of the most classic teen movies of all time, often referenced and satirized by other movies and shows. And Simple Minds’ track "Don't You (Forget About Me)," which plays over the final scene, ended up hitting No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100,
leaving its own lasting legacy. Ahead, catch up with the cast of The Breakfast Club and where they are now. Emilio Estevez as Andrew in 1985's 'The Breakfast Club' (left); Emilio Estevez in 2023. Alamy; Jason Mendez/Getty Emilio Estevez played Andrew Clark, the “athlete,” He landed in Saturday detention for taping a student’s butt cheeks together,
hoping to win over both his teammates and his domineering father. He ends up having a romantic connection with Sheedy’s Allison. Estevez, the son of Martin Sheen and brother of Charlie Sheen, also starred in St. Elmo's Fire that year, and it was an article that was intended to be a profile of him that first used the phrase the “Brat Pack.” Estevez
went on to star in the The Mighty Ducks movie franchise (and in the 2021 Disney+ series The Mighty Ducks: Game Changers). He also worked as a director, helming 1986’s Wisdom, 1990’s Men at Work, 2006’s Bobby and 2018’s The Public. He also appeared in the 2024 Brat Pack documentary Brats. Estevez played a younger version of his dad on
The West Wing and directed episodes of Cold Case, CSI: NY and Numb3rs. He also appeared on his brother’s series Two and a Half Men. Estevez shares two children, Taylor Levi Estevez and Paloma Estevez, with former girlfriend Carey Salley. He was married to Paula Abdul from 1992 to 1994. Anthony Michael Hall as Brian in 1985's 'The Breakfast
Club' (left); Anthony Michael Hall in 2024. Courtesy Everett; Phillip Faraone/Getty Anthony Michael Hall played Brian Johnson, the Breakfast Club’s “brain.” Brian lands in detention when, under pressure after he fails shop class, he brings a flare gun to school. Hall — a former child star who was just 17 when the film was released — told PEOPLE
that even though he was typecast as a nerd (in both The Breakfast Club and Sixteen Candles) he did not actually excel in school. In 1992, Hall opened up to PEOPLE about his problems with alcohol, explaining that he first started drinking at age 13. He appeared on one season of Saturday Night Live in 1985 and turned down roles in Hughes’ Ferris
Bueller's Day Off and Pretty in Pink because he didn’t want to be typecast. Hall went on to appear in movies like Edward Scissorhands, Six Degrees of Separation, All About the Benjamins, The Dark Knight, Foxcatcher, Halloween Kills and Air Force One Down. In 2024, Hall shared with PEOPLE that he reunited with his castmates Ringwald, Nelson
and Sheedy on his birthday when they all attended Comic-Con and went out for dinner. The foursome reunited again in February 2025 to celebrate the film's 40th anniversary at MegaCon in Florida. In 2023, Hall welcomed his first child, Michael Anthony, with wife Lucia Hall, whom he married in 2020. Judd Nelson as John in 1985's 'The Breakfast
Club' (left); Judd Nelson in 2024. Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock; Paul Archuleta/Getty Judd Nelson portrayed John Bender, the “criminal” burnout kid who ends up in detention after he sets off the fire alarm. He ends up connecting with Ringwald’s Claire at the end of the film. Nelson also appeared in St. Elmo’s Fire and provided a voice in 1986’s The
Transformers: The Movie. He continued to appear in films like From the Hip, New Jack City, Conflict of Interest, Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back, Billionaire Boys Club and The Most Dangerous Game. Nelson was also a regular on 1996’s Suddenly Susan and has appeared in many TV films. He's continued to voice characters in the Transformers
television series. Molly Ringwald as Claire in 1985's 'The Breakfast Club' (left); Molly Ringwald in 2024. Alamy; Kristina Bumphrey/Getty Molly Ringwald played Claire, the “princess” of the group who got caught skipping school. “[She’s] the girl you grew up hating," Ringwald told PEOPLE in 1984. "A prima donna. She's like the total prom queen."
Ringwald went on to star in the high school classic Pretty in Pink. She then starred in two final teen movies, For Keeps and Fresh Horses, both released in 1988. “People have so many positive associations with those films, so usually when they see me, they’re pretty happy,” she told PEOPLE in 2020. “I love all my projects, but they’ll always have a
place in my heart.” But she also didn’t want to dwell on the past. “I mean, I'm always going to have that history and those films, but I also very much live in the present. I like to keep moving forward,” she said, adding that she often turned down projects that dealt with the ‘80s. Because of her iconic teen stardom, Ringwald originally struggled to
transition into more adult roles. In the ‘90s, she spent time in France and in French films and also began appearing more on television, including in the miniseries The Stand. In 2008, she starred in The Secret Life of the American Teenager. Beginning in 2017, she played Betty’s mom on Riverdale. She also appeared in The Bear, Dahmer - Monster:
The Jeffrey Dahmer Story, Single Drunk Female (which also starred Sheedy) and Feud: Capote vs. The Swans. Ringwald married Panio Gianopoulos in 2007. They welcomed daughter Mathilda in 2003 and twins Adele and Roman in 2009. Ally Sheedy as Allison in 1985's 'The Breakfast Club' (left); Ally Sheedy in 2022. Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock;
Dia Dipasupil/Getty Ally Sheedy starred as Allison Reynolds, the "basket case.” She wasn’t actually sentenced to detention but ends up connecting with Andrew (and undergoing a somewhat controversial makeover) during the film. Sheedy also appeared in the Brat Pack movies Oxford Blues, St. Elmo’s Fire and Blue City. In Andrew McCarthy’s 2024
documentary Brats, Sheedy said she thought the “Brat Pack” label hurt her career. “I felt a weird vibe in the room if I went in to audition [after the article], like the circle had turned around, and we all had to pay the price ... There was a glee, a schadenfreude, to writing us off,” she said. Still, she told PEOPLE in 2022, "I'm always happy to talk about
The Breakfast Club. I still really love it!" Sheedy appeared in movies like 1983’s WarGames, 1990’s Fear and 1993’s Man's Best Friend. In 1998, she starred in High Art and won an Independent Spirit Award for her performance. "That movie has really changed my whole life," she told PEOPLE in 1999. Before the movie, she said, "There was a
preconception about what I could or couldn't do. I feel like I'm just beginning to come into my own as an actress." Her later films included The Autumn Heart, Advice from a Caterpillar, A Good Night to Die, Perestroika and X-Men: Apocalypse. On TV, her credits include CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, Kyle XY and Psych. Beginning in 2022, she
starred in the series Single Drunk Female. In 2021, Sheedy became a professor in the theater department at the City College of New York. Sheedy went to rehab in the late ‘80s after she became addicted to sleeping pills. In 1992, she married David Lansbury, the nephew of Angela Lansbury. They divorced in 2008 and share son Beckett. Paul Gleason
as Richard Vernon in 1985's 'The Breakfast Club' (left); Paul Gleason in 2005. Alamy; SGranitz/WireImage Paul Gleason played vice principal Richard Vernon, who oversees Saturday detention. Before the movie, Gleason appeared widely on television, including in a recurring role on All My Children. Post The Breakfast Club, he appeared on episodes of
Dallas, The A-Team, Miami Vice and Falcon Crest, amongst many others. In 1988, he appeared in Die Hard. “You don’t turn down work, man. You work cheap, you work a lot. That’s my motto,” Gleason said in an interview on the set of The Breakfast Club. He praised his cast members, calling them all “very talented” and “better than adults.” He said
that acting is “a very childlike thing,” and that working with them awakened his own “dormant impulses.” He also praised director Hughes for letting them “collaborate.” Gleason continued to make frequent TV appearances into the 1990s and 2000s on series like Friends, Seinfeld, Boy Meets World and Malcolm in the Middle. Gleason was married to
actress Candy Moore from 1971 to 1978. They shared daughter Shannon. In 1995, he married Susan Kehl, with whom he shared daughter Kaitlin. Gleason died from mesothelioma in 2006. He was 67. John Kapelos as Carl Reed in 1985's 'The Breakfast Club'; John Kapelos in 2019. Alamy; Eric Charbonneau/Getty John Kapelos played Carl Reed, the
high school’s friendly janitor. Kapelos had also appeared in a small role in Sixteen Candles and in Hughes’ Weird Science in 1985. Kapelos started his acting career in comedy at Chicago’s Second City and he had just decided he wanted to get into films when Hughes came to the Windy City to film Sixteen Candles. “As luck would have it, John Hughes
wanted to meet a lot of local actors,” Kapelos told Rediscover the ‘80s in 2019. Kapelos also said that in The Breakfast Club, Hughes let him improvise a lot, but he ultimately cut a lot of those lines. Kapelos' other films included 1987’s Roxanne, 1996’s The Craft, 1999’s The Deep End of the Ocean, 2001’s Legally Blonde and 2018’s The Unicorn. He
also appeared on episodes of Seinfeld, ER, The X-Files, Frasier, Gilmore Girls and One Tree Hill. Most recently, he appeared on Days of Our Lives. Jump toDirector (1)Writer (1)Cast (15)Producers (5)Composer (1)Cinematographer (1)Editor (1)Casting Director (1)Production Designer (1)Set Decorator (1)Costume Designer (1)Makeup Department
(3)Production Management (3)Second Unit Directors or Assistant Directors (2)Art Department (4)Sound Department (13)Special Effects (1)Camera and Electrical Department (10)Casting Department (2)Costume and Wardrobe Department (3)Editorial Department (8)Music Department (7)Script and Continuity Department (1)Transportation
Department (1)Additional Crew (12)Thanks (4)Edit(in credits order) verified as complete Rest of cast listed alphabetically Suggest an edit or add missing contentWhat is the streaming release date of The Breakfast Club (1985) in Canada?AnswerYou have no recently viewed pages Director 1 Credit Writer 1 Credit Producer 2 Credits Composer 1
Credit Cinematographer 1 Credit Editor 1 Credit Casting Director 1 Credit Production Designer 1 Credit Music Department 1 Credit Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot
revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the
material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your
use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. The Last of Us The Bear Bosch: Legacy Wicked: For Good Superman Alien:
Earth Thunderbolts* Jurassic World Rebirth Cleaner The Buccaneers Wednesday Squid Game Thunderbolts* Murderbot The Studio Honey Don't! The Breakfast Club CastThe cast of The Breakfast Club including popularity data. Data for May 25, 2025.Mercedes Hallas Brian's Mom John Hughesas Brian’s Father (uncredited) In 1985, John Hughes’
dramedy The Breakfast Club introduced moviegoers to a new genre of teen movies. Unlike the gory slashers and raunchy sex comedies that primarily courted young audiences, this film was a dialogue-heavy exploration of adolescent angst and the pressures of growing up. It told the story of five high school students, each representing archetypes
from the athlete to the geek, who are forced to spend their Saturday morning in detention for transgressions ranging from truancy to bullying. Tasked with writing a 1,000-word essay on “who you think you are,” they begin to discover they have more in common than their social circles would lead them to believe. The success of The Breakfast Club,
on the heels of Hughes’ directorial debut Sixteen Candles (1984), turned the former National Lampoon scribe into one of Hollywood’s hottest filmmakers and made him the de facto voice of a generation. Its young stars — Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall, Emilio Estevez, Ally Sheedy, and Judd Nelson — were quickly catapulted to fame and
infamously dubbed the Brat Pack. The film continues to inspire and was selected in 2016 for preservation in the National Film Registry by the Library of Congress. It’s been almost 40 (!) years since The Breakfast Club cast turned in their group essay and left detention behind. Read on to find out where the actors are now. Universal Pictures/Courtesy
Everett Collection; Jeremy Chan/Getty Emilio Estevez sported the varsity letter jacket of “athlete” Andrew Clark. The son of actor Martin Sheen (born Ramon Estevez) and brother of Charlie, Emilio made his uncredited feature debut in a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it role in his father’s film Badlands (1973). Following a handful of TV appearances, he starred
in Tex (1982), Francis Ford Coppola’s star-studded coming-of-age drama The Outsiders (1983), and the cult classic Repo Man (1984) before getting cast in The Breakfast Club. “I think the [school] setting allowed for us to give those kinds of performances,” he told The Guardian in 2020. “John [Hughes] allowed the time for us to get under the skin of
those characters.” Estevez then starred in another Brat Pack classic, St. Elmo’s Fire (1985), alongside his Club cohorts Nelson and Sheedy as well as his then-fiancée Demi Moore. The couple re-teamed for the crime drama Wisdom (1986), Estevez’s directorial debut. He went on to star in Stephen King's Maximum Overdrive (1986) and the action
comedy Stakeout (1987) before teaming with his brother Charlie in the Western Young Guns (1988) and its sequel, Young Guns II (1990). Franchise costar Lou Diamond Phillips told Entertainment Weekly in 2023 that Estevez has written a script for a third film and hopes to direct it. Estevez later headlined The Mighty Ducks (1992), Judgment Night
(1993), and the Lethal Weapon parody Loaded Weapon 1 (1993) opposite Samuel L. Jackson before teaming up with Tom Cruise for the franchise-launching Mission: Impossible (1996), in which his character shockingly (and famously) dies in the opening sequence. As the years went on, Estevez turned his attention more to directing TV episodes and
features like The War at Home (1996), Bobby (2006), and The Public (2018). He still takes on acting jobs occasionally, even reprising his role of Coach Gordon Bombay in the Disney+ sequel series The Mighty Ducks: Game Changers (2021). He left after its first season. After his relationship with Moore ended in 1986, Estevez married pop star Paula
Abdul in 1992, but the couple split in 1994. The actor has two children, Taylor and Paloma, from a prior relationship with model Carey Salley. Universal Pictures/Courtesy Everett Collection; Dia Dipasupil/Getty Molly Ringwald played the popular high school “princess” Claire Standish. Ringwald began her career on sitcoms like Diff'rent Strokes and
The Facts of Life before taking to the big screen in the modernized Shakespeare adaptation Tempest (1982) and her breakout in Sixteen Candles (1984), which also costarred Anthony Michael Hall. That, of course, led directly to her signature character in The Breakfast Club. She wrestled with the complicated legacy of both Hughes and The Breakfast
Club in a 2018 essay for The New Yorker, writing "John’s movies convey the anger and fear of isolation that adolescents feel, and seeing that others might feel the same way is a balm for the trauma that teen-agers experience. Whether that’s enough to make up for the impropriety of the films is hard to say — even criticizing them makes me feel like
I'm divesting a generation of some of its fondest memories, or being ungrateful since they helped to establish my career." Following The Breakfast Club, she starred in the Hughes-written film Pretty in Pink (1986), worked opposite Robert Downey Jr. in The Pick-Up Artist (1987), and did more experimental Shakespeare in Jean-Luc Godard’s King Lear
(1987). But the American roles began to dry up as the Brat Pack era faded. After playing the title character in the star-studded rom-com Betsy's Wedding (1990), Ringwald bounced from French cinema to high-profile miniseries like Stephen King’s The Stand (1994) to network sitcoms like Townies (1996). In recent years, she’s introduced herself to a
new generation of teen viewers with roles as moms and teachers in The Secret Life of the American Teenager (2008-2013), Riverdale (2017-2023), and The Kissing Booth (2018). In addition to her TV and Broadway work, Ringwald has written the memoir Getting the Pretty Back, the novel When It Happens to You, and the English translations of the
French books Lie with Me and My Cousin Maria Schneider. During the '80s, Ringwald dated musician Dweezil Zappa and Beastie Boys rapper Ad-Rock. She was married to writer Valery Lameignere from 1999 to 2002. She wed writer Panio Gianopoulos in 2007 and they have three children. MCA/Everett Collection; Paul Archuleta/Getty Judd Nelson
landed in detention as “criminal” John Bender. The Breakfast Club was only the actor’s fourth film following turns in Rock ‘n’ Roll Hotel (1983), Making the Grade (1984), and Fandango (1985). He discussed The Breakfast Club's continued popularity with EW in 2012. “It’s very cool... it shows the strength of John Hughes’ script and what he was doing
in his films,” Nelson said. “He was the first guy who saw someone who was young and that did not mean that they were less, it just means that they were young.” Molly Ringwald revealed in a 2012 Reddit “Ask Me Anything” that Nelson was almost fired from the film for taking method acting too far. He managed to keep the role thanks to the
intervention of his castmates and subsequently joined Estevez and Sheedy in St. Elmo’s Fire. He lent his voice to the autobot Rodimus Prime in the animated Transformers: The Movie (1986), then appeared in the miniseries Billionaire Boys Club (1987) before starring with Wesley Snipes and Ice-T in the hit crime thriller New Jack City (1991). Over
the next several years he appeared in films like Airheads (1994), the Anthony Michael Hall-directed Hail Caesar (1994), and the Shaquille O’Neal-led superhero movie Steel (1997). Towards the end of the '90s, Nelson took on his first series regular role on television in the Brooke Shields sitcom Suddenly Susan (1996-2000). He has since worked
steadily in movies like Light it Up (1999), Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back (2001), and The Boondock Saints II: All Saints Day (2009), and TV shows such as CSI (2006), Psych (2010), Two and a Half Men (2010), and Empire (2015-2019). Courtesy Everett Collection; Slaven Vlasic/Getty Ally Sheedy sauntered into detention as “basket case” Allison
Reynolds. Before she made it as an actress, Sheedy became a bestselling author at age 12 when she penned the book She Was Nice to Mice. She made her big screen debut with Sean Penn in Bad Boys (1983) and broke out in the Cold War-themed high school hacker thriller WarGames (1983) before starring in The Breakfast Club. “It was the first
time I felt like I really belonged,” she told PEOPLE in 2015 while promoting the movie's 30th anniversary. “It was a very special family... I didn’t have a group like that when I was in high school at all. It was a really happy time in my life.” Sheedy soon added hits like St. Elmo’s Fire and Short Circuit (1986) to her résumé. She reunited with Ringwald
in Betsy’s Wedding (1990) and worked on the Hughes-produced Only the Lonely (1991), but fell off the radar until an award-winning performance in the indie drama High Art (1998). She followed that resurgence with a brief Off-Broadway run in the title role in Hedwig and the Angry Inch. Since the turn of the century, Sheedy has appeared in TV
shows like Oz (2001), The Dead Zone (2003), CSI (2007), and Kyle XY (2008-2009) in addition to film roles in Todd Solondz’s Life During Wartime (2009) and the Kristen Stewart/James Gandolfini indie Welcome to the Rileys (2010). Most recently, she was in the main cast of Single Drunk Female (2022-2023). Sheedy was married to David Lansbury
from 1992 to 2008. They share a son, Beckett, who came out as trans during his teenage years. Sheedy talked to PEOPLE in 2022 about Beckett’s transition journey, saying she’s “learned a lot” and has become “very comfortable talking to anyone whose kid is just beginning the process of transition.” Courtesy: Everett Collection; Steve
Granitz/FilmMagic Anthony Michael Hall struggled under the pressures of academic achievement as “the brain” Brian Johnson. Hall began his onscreen career in a handful of TV movies before moving to the big screen in the Kenny Rogers vehicle Six Pack (1982). He then starred as Rusty Griswold in the Hughes-penned National Lampoon’s Vacation
(1983), the first of four collaborations with the filmmaker. “There was a soul connection there,” Hall told Page Six in 2020. “[John] was always like a big brother. He was such a big influence in my life.” After portraying Brian, Hall worked with Hughes once more in Weird Science (1985). He was offered roles in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) and
Pretty in Pink (1986), but declined to avoid typecasting. At age 17, he joined the cast of Saturday Night Live (1985-1986), becoming the youngest cast member in the show’s history. He played against type as a jock in Johnny Be Good (1988) then made a heel turn as the villain in Tim Burton’s Edward Scissorhands (1990). His directorial debut soon
followed with Hail Caesar (1994), featuring Judd Nelson in a small role. Hall later had a career renaissance thanks to his acclaimed lead role in Stephen King’s The Dead Zone (2002-2007), a TV version of the character first played by Christopher Walken in the 1983 film. He’s been a reliable character actor ever since, appearing in major films like
The Dark Knight (2008), Halloween Kills (2021), Foxcatcher (2014), and the Breakfast Club-inspired film The Class (2022). He also had an arc in The Goldbergs (2019-2023). Hall and Ringwald dated briefly following The Breakfast Club. He wed Lucia Oskerova in 2020 and the couple became parents in 2023. MCA/Courtesy Everett Collection;
SGranitz/Wirelmage Paul Gleason dished out discipline as Vice Principal Vernon. Gleason, a former minor league baseball player, made several guest-star appearances on TV shows like The Green Hornet (1967), Mission: Impossible (1972), and All My Children (1978). As his movie career began taking off, he played the scheming villain Clarence
Beeks in Trading Places (1983), one of his most memorable big-screen roles. After spending his Saturday babysitting unruly teens in The Breakfast Club, Gleason appeared in the Star Wars TV movie Ewoks: The Battle for Endor (1985), John Hughes’ She’s Having a Baby (1988), and Johnny Be Good (1988) before appearing in another era-defining hit
as stubborn Police Chief Dwayne Robinson in Die Hard (1988). He was best known for playing hard cases and authority figures, notably doing so in Money Talks (1997), Boy Meets World (1997), National Lampoon’s Van Wilder (2002), and Dawson’s Creek (2003). He even made a cameo as an FBI agent in Loaded Weapon 1 (1993) with Emilio
Estevez. He reprised the role of Richard Vernon in the 1999 video for the A*Teens song “Dancing Queen” as well as in the parody Not Another Teen Movie (2001), which also featured a Ringwald cameo. In January 2006, he published a book of poetry titled Uleta Blues & Haikus. Gleason was married to actress Candy Moore from 1971 to 1978. He
wed Susan Kehl in 1995 and they remained together until he died at age 67 from pleural mesothelioma in 2006. He had one daughter from each marriage. Universal/courtesy Everett Collection; Bobby Bank/Getty John Kapelos played former high school hotshot turned high school janitor Carl Reed. A veteran of Chicago’s Second City improv troupe,
Kapelos made his film debut with a small role in Michael Mann’s Thief (1981) before working with Hughes and Ringwald in Sixteen Candles. When Rick Moranis, who was originally cast as Reed, was let go from the film due to creative differences, the director called up Kapelos. He told The Chicago Tribune, “When I was doing Sixteen Candles, John
had said, ‘I've got this great movie that I'm going to do next and you’re going to be in it.” He was making all sorts of cool promises. And then I saw this story that Rick Moranis was in it and I thought, damn. And that afternoon I got a call from my agent and she said, ‘They want you to come and do The Breakfast Club tomorrow, can you do it?’ They had
been filming I think for a month or so. And I was in shock." After The Breakfast Club, he reunited with Hughes in Weird Science and then starred in the comedy Roxanne (1987) with Steve Martin and Daryl Hannah. During the mid-'90s, he was a series regular and writer on the cult vampire detective series Forever Knight (1992-1995). Kapelos has
over 200 credits on his résumé, featuring roles in Seinfeld (1993), Angel (2000), Queer as Folk (2005), Gilmore Girls (2005), Justified (2013-2014), Suits (2017-2018), and The Umbrella Academy (2020). His other notable film roles include Internal Affairs (1990), The Deep End of the Ocean (1999), and The Shape of Water (2017). He is married to
salon owner Heidi Kapelos and has one son, Barry. Entertainment Updated on: February 15, 2025 Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock It all started with a brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess and a criminal. In 1985, the world was introduced to five teenagers with very different backgrounds who found themselves spending nine hours on a Saturday in
detention. The success of The Breakfast Club helped make stars out of the so-called Brat Pack — Anthony Michael Hall, Emilio Estevez, Ally Sheedy, Molly Ringwald and Judd Nelson — and critics consider the teen drama to be one of director John Hughes’ best. The movie centers on Brian Johnson (Hall), Andrew Clark (Estevez), Allison Reynolds
(Sheedy), Claire Standish (Ringwald) and John Bender (Nelson) as they gather in the library of the fictional Shermer High School to serve detention from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 24, 1984. Their tyrannical assistant principal, Richard Vernon (Paul Gleason), assigns each member of the group to write a 1,000-word essay describing “who you
think you are.” He also instructs the students not to speak, leave their seats or sleep until they are released — all while regularly checking in on them. Over the course of the 97-minute film, Brian, Andrew, Allison, Claire and John bicker, share their darkest secrets, smoke a little marijuana and ultimately become unlikely friends. In the end, they
submit a single essay to the assistant principal, signed, “Sincerely yours, the Breakfast Club.” Keep scrolling to see what the cast of The Breakfast Club has been doing since the film’s release: Credit: Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock It all started with a brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess and a criminal. In 1985, the world was introduced to five
teenagers with very different backgrounds who found themselves spending nine hours on a Saturday in detention. The success of The Breakfast Club helped make stars out of the so-called Brat Pack — Anthony Michael Hall, Emilio Estevez, Ally Sheedy, Molly Ringwald and Judd Nelson — and critics consider the teen drama to be one of director John
Hughes’ best. The movie centers on Brian Johnson (Hall), Andrew Clark (Estevez), Allison Reynolds (Sheedy), Claire Standish (Ringwald) and John Bender (Nelson) as they gather in the library of the fictional Shermer High School to serve detention from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 24, 1984. Their tyrannical assistant principal, Richard Vernon
(Paul Gleason), assigns each member of the group to write a 1,000-word essay describing “who you think you are.” He also instructs the students not to speak, leave their seats or sleep until they are released — all while regularly checking in on them. Over the course of the 97-minute film, Brian, Andrew, Allison, Claire and John bicker, share their
darkest secrets, smoke a little marijuana and ultimately become unlikely friends. In the end, they submit a single essay to the assistant principal, signed, “Sincerely yours, the Breakfast Club.” Keep scrolling to see what the cast of The Breakfast Club has been doing since the film's release: Credit: Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock It all started with a
brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess and a criminal. In 1985, the world was introduced to five teenagers with very different backgrounds who found themselves spending nine hours on a Saturday in detention. The success of The Breakfast Club helped make stars out of the so-called Brat Pack — Anthony Michael Hall, Emilio Estevez, Ally
Sheedy, Molly Ringwald and Judd Nelson — and critics consider the teen drama to be one of director John Hughes’ best. The movie centers on Brian Johnson (Hall), Andrew Clark (Estevez), Allison Reynolds (Sheedy), Claire Standish (Ringwald) and John Bender (Nelson) as they gather in the library of the fictional Shermer High School to serve
detention from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 24, 1984. Their tyrannical assistant principal, Richard Vernon (Paul Gleason), assigns each member of the group to write a 1,000-word essay describing “who you think you are.” He also instructs the students not to speak, leave their seats or sleep until they are released — all while regularly
checking in on them. Over the course of the 97-minute film, Brian, Andrew, Allison, Claire and John bicker, share their darkest secrets, smoke a little marijuana and ultimately become unlikely friends. In the end, they submit a single essay to the assistant principal, signed, “Sincerely yours, the Breakfast Club.” Keep scrolling to see what the cast of
The Breakfast Club has been doing since the film's release: Credit: Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock; Shutterstock Molly Ringwald Ringwald, who starred in The Facts of Life prior to The Breakfast Club, is best known for her work with Hughes. She also starred in his movies Sixteen Candles and 1986’s Pretty in Pink. After taking a break from the
spotlight, she had recurring roles in The Secret Life of the American Teenager and Riverdale. In 2022, she appeared in Dahmer — Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer Story. Ringwald was married to writer Valery Lameignere from 1999 to 2002. She then wed another writer, Panio Gianopoulos, in 2007, and they have three children: daughter Mathilda and
twins Adele and Roman. Credit: Universal/Kobal/Shutterstock; Shutterstock Paul Gleason Although Gleason was best known for playing Dr. David Thornton on All My Children in the late 1970s, The Breakfast Club remains one of his most recognized credits. He also starred in 1988’s Die Hard and 1993’s Trading Places as well as several episodes of
Boy Meets World, Dawson’s Creek and Drake & Josh. Gleason was married to actress Candy Moore from 1971 to 1978, and they had a daughter named Shannon. He was later married to Susan Kehl, with whom he shared daughter Kaitlin, from 1995 until his death at age 67 in 2006 from mesothelioma. In order to view the gallery, please allow
Manage Cookies You have successfully subscribed. \t\t\E\t\t\t\E\E\E\E\E\E\E\ENEVEVENEEAEN EVENENENE ", "script”:" Kids Catherine Zeta-Jones, Michael Douglas Share Sweet Pic With Daughter Carys Catherine Zeta-Jones and Michael Douglas’ daughter Carys is all grown up! The longtime couple shared a sweet picture with Carys, 22, via Instagram on Sunday, May
25, to celebrate her impending graduation from Brown University in Rhode Island. In the pic, Zeta-Jones, 55, and Douglas, 80, can be seen planting a kiss on their daughter’s [...] 5 hours ago 1985 film by John Hughes For other uses, see Breakfast Club (disambiguation). The Breakfast ClubTheatrical release posterDirected byJohn HughesWritten
byJohn HughesProduced byNed TanenJohn HughesStarring Emilio Estevez Paul Gleason Anthony Michael Hall Judd Nelson Molly Ringwald Ally Sheedy CinematographyThomas Del RuthEdited byDede AllenMusic byKeith ForseyProductioncompaniesA&M FilmsChannel ProductionsDistributed byUniversal PicturesRelease dates

February 7, 1985 (1985-02-07) (Los Angeles) February 15, 1985 (1985-02-15) (United States) Running time97 minutes[1]CountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishBudget$1 million[2]Box office$51.5 million[3] The Breakfast Club is a 1985 American independent teen coming-of-age comedy-drama film written, produced, and directed by John Hughes. The
ensemble cast includes Emilio Estevez, Paul Gleason, Anthony Michael Hall, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, and Ally Sheedy.[4] The narrative follows five high school students from different social cliques who spend a Saturday in detention under the supervision of a strict vice principal, gradually revealing their inner struggles and forming unexpected
bonds.[5] Hughes completed the screenplay in 1982 and moved forward with casting following the success of Sixteen Candles (1984). Principal photography took place from March to May 1984 at the shuttered Maine North High School in Des Plaines, Illinois, which served as the film's primary location. The film premiered in Los Angeles on February
7, 1985, and was released theatrically by Universal Pictures on February 15. It emerged as a commercial success, grossing $51.5 million against a $1 million budget. Critics widely praised the film's script, performances, and emotional resonance, and it is often cited as one of Hughes's most defining works. The prominence of the main cast contributed
to their collective designation as members of the "Brat Pack", a term popularized in the media.[6] In 2015, The Breakfast Club was digitally remastered and re-released in 430 theaters to mark its 30th anniversary. The following year, it was selected for preservation in the United States National Film Registry by the Library of Congress for being
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant". The film is widely regarded as one of the greatest teen films ever made and a quintessential work of 1980s American cinema.[7][8][9][10] On Saturday, March 24, 1984, five students from different social cliques report for all-day detention at Shermer High School in the fictional town of Shermer,
Illinois. They include Brian Johnson, a socially awkward academic; Andrew Clark, a varsity wrestler; Allison Reynolds, a withdrawn loner; Claire Standish, a popular socialite; and John Bender, a rebellious delinquent. Vice Principal Richard Vernon supervises the group and instructs them not to speak or leave their seats. He assigns a 1,000-word essay
on the topic "who you think you are". Bender openly defies the rules, harassing and riling up Vernon, Claire, Brian, and Andrew. His disruptive behavior earns him eight additional detentions. After the students sneak out to retrieve Bender's marijuana stash, he allows himself to be caught so the others can return unnoticed. Vernon locks him in a
storage closet, where he taunts Bender and dares him to retaliate, but Bender remains silent. He later escapes through the ceiling and rejoins the others in the library. As the day progresses, the students gradually open up to one another. Claire confesses to the pressures of popularity and her parents' manipulative relationship. Bender describes the
physical abuse he endures from his father. Andrew reveals that he taped a fellow student's buttocks together to impress his father and teammates. Brian admits he brought a flare gun to school after contemplating suicide due to academic pressure. Allison, neglected by her parents, admits she came to detention voluntarily. Despite their differences,
the students bond over shared insecurities and struggles. Allison and Andrew develop a romantic connection, as do Claire and Bender. Claire gives Allison a makeover, prompting Andrew's attraction, and later gifts Bender one of her diamond earrings. Meanwhile, Vernon laments to janitor Carl that students have become disrespectful, but Carl
suggests that Vernon has grown cynical and cares too much about their opinions. Before leaving, the group agrees to let Brian write the essay for all of them. He submits a letter challenging Vernon's preconceived notions, stating that each student represents a stereotype: a brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess, and a criminal. The letter
concludes, "Sincerely yours, the Breakfast Club." As the students depart, Bender walks across the football field and raises his fist in a silent gesture of defiance and triumph. Emilio Estevez as Andrew Clark, an "athlete" who is in Saturday detention for taping another student's butt cheeks together Paul Gleason as Richard Vernon, the domineering
vice principal of Shermer High School who oversees the Saturday detention Anthony Michael Hall as Brian Johnson, a "brain" who is in Saturday detention for taking a flare gun to school John Kapelos as Carl Reed, a janitor at Shermer High School who is on friendly terms with Brian Judd Nelson as John Bender, a "criminal" who is in Saturday
detention for setting off the fire alarm Molly Ringwald as Claire Standish, a "princess" who is in Saturday detention for skipping school Ally Sheedy as Allison Reynolds, a "basket case" who was not in Saturday detention but goes anyway Ron Dean as Mr. Clark, Andrew's father Mercedes Hall as Mrs. Johnson, Brian's mother Mary Christian as Brian's
sister Tim Gamble as Mr. Standish, Claire's father Perry Crawford & Fran Gargano as (respectively) Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, Allison's parents John Hughes as Mr. Johnson (uncredited cameo), Brian's father The film was originally titled The Lunch Bunch, but writer-director John Hughes changed it to The Breakfast Club after hearing the term from a
friend's high school detention group.[11] Hughes wrote the script around the same time as Sixteen Candles, which he completed in a matter of days. That script impressed studio executives, who chose it to mark his directorial debut instead.[12] Molly Ringwald and Anthony Michael Hall, both of whom starred in Sixteen Candles (1984), were
approached by Hughes toward the end of that film's production. Hall was cast first as Brian Johnson, with his real-life mother and sister appearing as his character's family members. Ringwald was initially offered the role of Allison Reynolds, but she lobbied strongly to play Claire Standish (named "Cathy" in early drafts). After auditions with other
actresses, including Robin Wright, Jodie Foster, Diane Lane, and Laura Dern, Ringwald secured the role of Claire.[13] Ally Sheedy was subsequently cast as Allison Reynolds.[14] Emilio Estevez was originally slated to portray Bender, but when no suitable actor could be found to play Andrew Clark, Estevez was reassigned to that role. Nicolas Cage
was considered for Bender, while Alan Ruck also auditioned.[15] The choice narrowed to John Cusack and Judd Nelson; though Hughes initially cast Cusack, he was later replaced by Nelson for not appearing sufficiently intimidating.[5] Nelson's method acting, including staying in character off-camera and reportedly harassing Ringwald, led Hughes
to consider firing him, though the cast persuaded him otherwise.[13][16] Rick Moranis was originally cast as the janitor, Carl, but was removed by producer Ned Tanen due to his broad comedic portrayal, which conflicted with the film's tone. John Kapelos was cast in his place.[17][18] Despite initial skepticism over his inexperience, Hughes convinced
financiers that the film's modest $1 million budget and single-location setup minimized their risk.[19] He originally intended The Breakfast Club to be his directorial debut, choosing to write about high school students portrayed by young actors in an enclosed setting.[18] Principal photography began on March 28, 1984, and concluded in May. Filming
took place at the closed Maine North High School in Des Plaines, Illinois, which had also been used for interior scenes in Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986), while exterior shots for that film were filmed at nearby Glenbrook North High School. As the school's library was too small for filming, an enlarged replica was constructed inside the gymnasium.[18]
The cast rehearsed for three weeks before filming began and the scenes were shot in chronological order.[18] Judd Nelson improvised multiple versions of the ending before the iconic fist pump was finalized.[11] The dance sequence was originally written for Claire alone, but at Ringwald's request, Hughes expanded it to include the group.[20]
According to the Ferris Bueller's Day Off DVD commentary, Hughes filmed parts of both movies simultaneously and shared crew across projects. The initial cut of The Breakfast Club ran 150 minutes.[21] In 2009, Ally Sheedy revealed during a 25th anniversary cast reunion that a director's cut exists, but Hughes's widow declined to provide details
about its status.[16] In 2015, the film's original script draft was discovered in a cabinet at Maine South High School during office relocation.[22] The film's iconic poster, featuring the five principal characters posed together, was photographed by Annie Leibovitz near the end of production. The image of the cast looking directly into the camera
became influential in teen film marketing.[18]The poster described the characters as "a brain, a beauty, a jock, a rebel, and a recluse", slightly differing from the film's own terminology and sequence. The image, including Bender's raised fist, has been widely referenced and parodied, notably in the promotional material for The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre 2 (1986).[23] It also inspired the chapter title page of Chapter 29 in the Japanese manga series Akane-banashi.[24] The Breakfast Club explores the emotional and psychological struggles of American teenagers, particularly their desire to be understood by both adults and their peers. Central to the film is the tension between adolescents
and authority figures, as well as the pressure teenagers face to conform to rigid social roles within high school.[25] Each student initially identifies with a specific stereotype—such as "brain", "athlete", or "criminal"—but over the course of the day, they reveal personal vulnerabilities that transcend these labels.[26] The film critiques the expectations
imposed by parents, teachers, and society, emphasizing the disconnect between how teenagers are perceived and who they truly are. As the characters interact, they begin to recognize shared experiences, leading to a deeper empathy for one another. This dismantling of social stereotypes underscores the idea that personal identity cannot be defined
by superficial labels alone.[27] Authority figures, particularly Vice Principal Richard Vernon, are portrayed in a negative light. Vernon is depicted as authoritarian, condescending, and disconnected from the students' emotional realities. His repeated confrontations with Bender—who resists submission—illustrate the generational and ideological divide
between youth and adults. The film suggests that Vernon's behavior is driven more by insecurity than genuine concern for discipline or mentorship.[25] The Breakfast Club premiered in Los Angeles on February 7, 1985. It was released theatrically in the United States by Universal Pictures on February 15, 1985.[28] The film was initially released on
VHS[28][29] and LaserDisc.[30] In 2003, it was issued on DVD as part of Universal's "High School Reunion Collection".[31] A "Flashback Edition" DVD followed in 2008, featuring bonus content including an audio commentary with cast members Anthony Michael Hall and Judd Nelson.[32] A 25th Anniversary Edition Blu-ray was released in 2010, and
the same disc was repackaged with a DVD and digital copy in 2012 as part of Universal's 100th Anniversary series.[33][34] To commemorate its 30th anniversary, a digitally remastered edition was released on March 10, 2015, in DVD, Digital HD, and Blu-ray formats. The restoration was sourced from the film's original 35mm negatives to enhance
picture quality.[35] On January 2, 2018, The Criterion Collection released a special edition featuring both a two-disc DVD set and a standalone Blu-ray. While the transfer remained consistent with the 2015 restoration, the release included additional bonus content such as over fifty minutes of deleted and extended scenes, archival interviews, a 1985
excerpt from Today, an Electronic Press Kit, a new video essay, and an episode of This American Life focused on the film's cultural legacy.[36][37] The Breakfast Club debuted at number three at the North American box office in its opening weekend in February 1985, behind Beverly Hills Cop and Witness.[38] The film went on to earn $45.9 million in
the United States and Canada and $51.5 million worldwide, making it a commercial success against its modest $1 million production budget.[3] Upon its release, The Breakfast Club received generally positive reviews, with critics praising its performances and insightful portrayal of teenage dynamics, though some took issue with its sentimentality
and dialogue. On the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, The Breakfast Club holds an approval rating of 86% based on 111 reviews, with an average rating of 7.6/10. The site's critics consensus reads: "If The Breakfast Club's gestures towards authenticity are occasionally undercut by trendy flourishes, its blistering emotional honesty and talented
troupe of young actors catapult it to the top of the teen comedy class."[citation needed] On Metacritic, the film has a weighted average score of 66 out of 100, based on 25 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[citation needed] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times awarded the film three out of four stars, calling the performances
"wonderful" and noting that while the film was "more or less predictable", it worked because it captured teenagers "willing to talk to one another" with a "surprisingly good ear for the way they speak".[39] Gene Siskel of the Chicago Tribune gave it three-and-a-half stars out of four, praising its use of a confined setting and comparing its format to My
Dinner with Andre (1981) and The Big Chill (1983), adding that the film's restraint from typical teen-movie tropes was "much to our delight".[40] Kathleen Carroll of the New York Daily News commended Hughes's ability to convey adolescent emotions and lauded the "exceptional cast", stating they "deserve top grades".[41] In a more reserved take,
Janet Maslin of The New York Times criticized some of the characters as "unplayable", especially those portrayed by Ally Sheedy and Judd Nelson. While she acknowledged the cast's chemistry, she argued that the film imposed "fraudulent encounter-group candor" instead of allowing more organic interaction.[42] James Berardinelli, writing
retrospectively in 1998, noted that although the film was "a little talky", it had a "candor that is unexpected and refreshing" compared to more generic teen films.[43] Political commentator P. J. O'Rourke, reflecting in 2015, called it one of Hughes's "masterworks", highlighting its underlying conservative message about individuality and liberty over
collective rebellion.[44] James Harwood of Variety criticized the film's emphasis on dialogue over action, suggesting it might appear profound to its teenage audience simply because the characters talk rather than engage in typical teen-film antics. He concluded that this choice "should not suggest they have anything intelligent to say".[45] Award
Date of the ceremony Category Recipients Result Ref. MTV Movie & TV Awards 4 June 2005 Silver Bucket of Excellence Award Anthony Michael Hall, Paul Gleason, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, and Ally Sheedy won [46] The Breakfast Club (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)Soundtrack album by various artistsReleasedFebruary 19,
1985Recorded1984GenreRock, new waveLength37:59LabelA&MProducervarious artistsSingles from The Breakfast Club (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack) "Don't You (Forget About Me)"Released: February 1985 (US) "Fire in the Twilight"Released: May 1985 Audio sample"Don't You (Forget About Me)" by Simple Mindsfilehelp The film's official
soundtrack, The Breakfast Club (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack), was produced by British pop musician Keith Forsey and released by A&M Records on February 19, 1985. The album reached number 17 on the Billboard 200 chart in the United States. The soundtrack's most iconic track, "Don't You (Forget About Me)" by Scottish rock band
Simple Minds, was released as a single on February 23, 1985, in the United States, where it topped the Billboard Hot 100.[47] The song was subsequently released in the United Kingdom on April 8, 1985. It remains closely associated with the film and is prominently featured in the final scene, becoming one of the most recognizable songs of the
decade. Side oneNo.TitleWriter(s)PerformerLengthl."Don't You (Forget About Me)"Keith Forsey, Steve SchiffSimple Minds4:202."Waiting"K. Forsey, S. SchiffElizabeth Daily4:373."Fire in the Twilight"Jack HuesK. ForseyS. SchiffWang Chung3:514."I'm the Dude"K. Forsey, S. SchiffKeith Forsey2:105."Heart Too Hot to Hold"JohnsonK. ForseyLaurie
ForseyMichael FrondelliJesse Johnson & Stephanie Spruill4:25Total length:19:23 Side twoNo.TitleWriter(s)PerformerLengthl."Dream Montage"ChangGary Chang2:372."We Are Not Alone"DeVitoRobbie BensonSteve GoldsteinKarla DeVito3:393."The Reggae"ForseyKeith Forsey3:074."Didn't I Tell You"K. ForseyL. ForseyS. SchiffJoyce
Kennedy4:475."Love Theme"ForseyKeith Forsey4:26Total length:18:36 The soundtrack album for The Breakfast Club features ten tracks performed by artists from the rock and new wave genres, including three instrumental compositions by producer Keith Forsey.[48] The most prominent track, "Don't You (Forget About Me)" by Simple Minds, plays
during both the film's opening and closing credits and became an international hit.[49] Music videos were produced for that song as well as for Wang Chung's "Fire in the Twilight", which peaked at number 110 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[50] Notably, the "Colonel Bogey March", whistled by the students as Principal Vernon enters the library, was
not included on the official soundtrack album.[51][52] Initial critical reception to the soundtrack was mixed. Writing for The Village Voice in 1985, music critic Robert Christgau gave the album a grade of "D—", describing its songs as "utterly negligible". He also noted that Simple Minds had attempted to distance themselves from "Don't You (Forget
About Me)", despite the song's success.[53] In a retrospective review, Stephen Thomas Erlewine of AllMusic awarded the album three out of five stars. While praising the Simple Minds track as an "undisputed masterpiece", he described the remainder of the album as "disposable", citing its dated production and unmemorable instrumentals.[48] The
Breakfast Club has often been cited as the quintessential 1980s film.[54] In 2008, Empire ranked it at number 369 on its list of The 500 Greatest Movies of All Time, and it later rose to number 38 in the magazine's 2014 update.[55][56] The New York Times included the film on its list of the Best 1000 Movies Ever,[57] while Entertainment Weekly
ranked it number one on its list of The 50 Best High School Movies.[58] Scholar Bjorn Sonnenberg-Schrank referred to it as "the Citizen Kane of the teen film genre", emphasizing its lasting influence within the American coming-of-age tradition.[59] Actor Sebastian Stan later described the upcoming Marvel film Thunderbolts (2025) as "The Breakfast
Club of Marvel", further underscoring the film's cultural imprint.[60] The film has been frequently referenced and parodied in popular media. In the 2001 spoof Not Another Teen Movie, Paul Gleason reprised his role as Assistant Principal Vernon in a scene directly parodying The Breakfast Club.[61] In 2012, the Nickelodeon television series
Victorious featured a tribute episode titled "The Breakfast Bunch", drawing from the film's characters and setting. In 2005, The Breakfast Club received the Silver Bucket of Excellence Award at the MTV Movie Awards, recognizing its cultural impact on its 20th anniversary. MTV reunited much of the cast for the event: Anthony Michael Hall, Paul
Gleason, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, and Ally Sheedy appeared (with John Kapelos in the audience). Emilio Estevez was unable to attend due to other commitments, and Nelson, though present earlier, did not appear on stage. Hall joked that the two were "in Africa with Dave Chappelle". As part of the tribute, the band Yellowcard performed Simple
Minds’ iconic theme song from the film, "Don't You (Forget About Me)". At the 82nd Academy Awards on March 7, 2010, Hall, Ringwald, Sheedy, and Nelson joined a tribute to John Hughes, who had passed away the previous year. They were joined by other actors associated with Hughes's work, including Jon Cryer (Pretty in Pink), Matthew
Broderick (Ferris Bueller's Day Off), and Macaulay Culkin (Home Alone). In 2018, The New Yorker published an essay by Ringwald reflecting on Hughes's legacy in the context of the #MeToo movement. She recounted her experience rewatching the film with her ten-year-old daughter, particularly addressing a scene in which her character appears to
be sexually harassed. While the essay drew criticism from some who viewed it as a betrayal of Hughes, others, including author Jenny Han, praised it as a "tender, fair-minded piece".[62][63] In April 2025, all five principal cast members—Hall, Estevez, Nelson, Ringwald, and Sheedy—reunited for a panel discussion in Chicago, marking the first full
reunion of the ensemble in forty years.[64][65][66] John Hughes had considered developing a sequel to The Breakfast Club that would reunite the original characters years later during a university detention session. The concept involved the characters having evolved into personalities that contrasted with their high school identities, highlighting how
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